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Dear friends, supporters, brothers and sisters,

Three months have already past since we sent out our last newsletter. The start of this year certainly has-
n’t been easy but the second half shows glimmers of hope. This third newsletter brings you much more
encouraging news than the first two. We give heartfelt thanks and praise to Jesus who has walked with us
and supported us throughout the times when we really didn’t know what to do. We would also like to say
a huge thank you to the people across the world who are united with us in fighting for social equality and
against distress and need in Africa. May God continue to bless you greatly.

Arbre de vie

Lebensbaum / Tree of life
Offrons un avenir aux démunis

Honore’s Trip to France and Germany

For those of you who weren’t aware of it at the time, | (Honoré) spent the month of May in Germany and France. The
purpose of this trip was mainly to extend my permission of stay and also to take care
of some other official paperwork for myself and our two daughters. | was happily able
to get everything done. | am also extremely grateful for the opportunity | had to
spend some quality time with my parents-in-law.

The second aim of my trip was to visit a potential partner in Hamburg who works in
the wood trade and had proposed to work with us in the ebony trade. We couldn’t
however meet all the conditions that were required in order to begin a partnership.
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In all things, we are learning to accept God’s will.

| also spent some very enriching time with the ‘Emmanuel Gemeinschaft’ church
members in Hamburg. While there, | was permitted to present our mission’s current
projects, despite the fact that | hadn’t made an appointment beforehand. | was also
able to spend time with the church brothers and sisters at ‘Haus Gottes’ and also
with other friends in Giessen.
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While in Europe, | also attended two Christian conferences, one in Frankfurt and the
other in Strasburg. Coincidentally both had the theme of faith and its development. I
was really touched by my experiences at both conferences which brought me
new perspectives on our work. God spoke very clearly to me, telling me that
running around following our routine doesn’t lead to anything; we need to stop
and ask “Am | still following the Father’s will?’ “Am | trusting in him alone?”’

In Strasburg, God also helped me to get in touch with some old contacts of ours which had almost gone cold. | was also
able to meet the brothers and sisters at an African church called “Metanoia” again.

| was still in Strasburg on my birthday on 16™ May when | was suddenly overcome with pain and had to make a trip to the
hospital in Kehl (Germany). | was diagnosed with Malaria and had to stay in the hospital for 3 days. Through God’s grace |
made a quick recovery and | was able to end the trip on a high note. I'd really like to thank everyone both near and far
who contributed to the trip’s success.

Seminars and Workshops

On return to Benin, a large amount of work was waiting for me, including furthering my education. | first spent a week in
Porto Novo at a conference about water. | then attended a workshop about the transport of goods and people through-
out the Economic Community of West African States (CEDEAO). | was struck by the size of this meeting which was also
attended by politicians from various countries and it was an honour and a privilege for our organisation that my voice
was also heard, as | was able to make a suggestion about the setting up of a security fund for the needy in West Africa.
The third meeting was a follow-up to the first which resulted in the establishment of a focal point in each province for
issues to do with water. Our participation in these meetings was the result of the memorandum of understanding be-
tween Arbre de Vie and the government which we signed in March 2008.






